Climate: sharing business initiatives & strategies to a stable climate

Although the dairy sector dominates in this climate session the learnings from individual companies or multi stakeholder initiatives or the GHG-calculator are valid for other commodities and crops and may be an example for anyone who wants/needs to develop strategies for another sector. All session participants refer to a need to collaborate, partner and share knowledge on farm level experiences.  
Brian Lindsay (SAI Platform) shared his experiences in joining the global efforts of the dairy industry to cope with the challenges put forward by the Livestock’s long shadow (2006) by FAO.  This 300 (284 actually?) page report was summarized in two items: Livestock is responsible for 18 % of all emitted GHG and that’s more than transport. This was regarded as  a serious threat for the dairy industry. The dairy industry accepted the task to work on an impressive GHG reduction program (Agenda for Action) and Green Paper with best practices. BL most difficult task is to keep this voluntary innovation process going and not let it be slowed down by bureaucracy, cynicism or politics.

Christof Walter (Unilever) stated that although we know something at a very generic, global statistical level, farm level climate information is generally lacking. Very often this kind of data (eg IPCC-data)  is not sufficient for a farmer to understand, use of relate to his practices.  Together with the climate researchers of Aberdeen University CW started building on a Unilever spreadsheet that focused on this missing link. This has evolved into a tool that is now called the ‘Cool farm tool’ and enables farmers to understand the relationships within farming systems and facilitates ‘what-if-scenario’s’. Various crop and livestock systems can be addressed. The tool is part of a larger improvement project under the name Global Agriculture Climate Assessment (open source).  Interested partners are asked to join the project. ‘Tool acceptance ‘ 

Jaap Petraeus (FrieslandCampina) demonstrated an ambitious, challenging, but very transparent climate strategy to arrive at a 20 % reduction of GHG emissions in 2010 by his cooperative.  The way to arrive at this target assuming a growth of dairy production at the same time, is carefully built up from a series of measures of proven technology, of energy reduction, manure management, feed and feed production management. A small gap between ambitions and proven technology still has to be solved. Although a big challenge for any company JP believes that this is more easily implemented in a cooperation like FrieslandCampina then in a ordinary dairy company (plc).    

Stephanie Gable (Novus International) shares the solutions for GHG emission reduction being offered by her company.  Virtually all measures that improve animal welfare and feed digestion have a positive impact on the milk production per animal and hence a smaller climate impact (GHG emission/unit of milk), regardless of the original reason why they were developed. 

Bram Prins (Global dairy Farmers) explains, based on his knowledge and farming background that many farmers are willing to act to mitigate GHG emissions.  He confirms what Christof Walter said, that practical, independent scientific information on the relationship between GHG emissions and daily farm practices is lacking. He pleas for closer cooperation in the sector to ensure that the right actions are taken based on sound economic and climate analysis. 

Gijs Kuneman (CLM) -acting as a devil’s advocate- challenged the speakers with some ‘sparkling’ comments to stretch the shared visions. Other participants often asked for technical elaboration.   

