Report on the Third Conference on Sustainable Agriculture’s
Water Break-out Session
Full title: 

The challenge to move from technical pilots to wide adoption of best practices for water management at farm level.
Programme and presentations’ content: 

1. Presentation from Sikke Meerman, Chair, SAI Platform Working Group on Water and Agriculture: “Project proposal for Water Management Best Practices Roll-out” 
Sikke Meerman presented SAI Platform’s project proposal geared towards wide adoption of best practices for water management at farm level. The proposal aims at drawing from the numerous technical pilot projects (e.g. on drip irrigation) lead by various groups in different places, to try and scale these up on a wider (regional) basis - through a coordinated effort. 


2. Presentations and panel discussion with representatives from WWF (Richard Perkins) and IWMI (Bharat R. Sharma) 
Thereafter, representatives from WWF and IWMI reflected about the project, and whether their organizations have a role to play and what that role could be. The main comments and recommendations coming from those two speakers and organizations were the following:

· Many technical solutions exist out there to improve water management at farm level. Several of them are promoted by specialized agencies such as IWMI, which have a relatively affordable cost for smallholder producers or cooperatives. Example: laser land leveling costing only about 25 USD/hectare, with great water saving impacts.

· Several basic calculator tools have also been developed and are used already, notably by WWF and IWMI. These organizations will send SAI Platform a overview of these tools, and thereafter a meeting should be held locally (in North West India) to make the point on what is available on what next steps should be taken.

· Technical solutions make a globally positive contribution to water management only if they are part of a bigger management plan at the local/regional/national level, which associates the right stakeholder groups – including community representatives. In other words, like Richard Perkins put it: “get the global context managed before focusing on your own share of the water use”. 
· The basic start of the SAI Platform project, to be conducted in cooperation with relevant stakeholder groups, could be articulated as follows:
1) Estimate how much water is available and is withdrawn per year in the region, globally;
2) See what needs to be improved globally, in the various sectors and for the various water user groups order to allow for a sustainable water use in the future;
3) Encouraging proper policy/regulation development needed for good water management at the regional level;
4) Developing a water management plan for the agricultural sector and developing/implementing the related appropriate practices and tools. 
3. Open discussion with participants 
Participants showed great interest in the three presentations. They asked for clarification about a number of things, and shared their views about how they think such project should be led. A representative from Rabobank explained how the bank’s support and credit line strategies are generally geared towards farmer cooperatives’ yield improvement in a general manner – not just “water management improvement”. 
Session coordinator: Emeline Fellus, SAI Platform. For more information: efellus @ saiplatform.org  
