IFAP

Neil Sorenson was there on behalf of Ajay Vashee. He talked about how the SAI platform is important for IFAP. IFAP unites 112 national farmers' organizations from 87 different countries.
Neil discussed the following points:

· Partnership between IFAP and the convention on biodiversity. A memo of understanding has been signed between both parties

· The challenges facing the farmers by 2050 and the need to adapt to those challenges through intensifying the use of sustainable farming practices and resource management techniques,

· One of the threats is the lack of financial resources and political will to make a difference. The IFAP wants to work with the World Bank and participate on a certain political level, so far they have no say on how this money should be used.

· Using smart subsidies and incentive systems in developing countries to create food security

· Farmers have their own local knowledge to address sustainable agriculture, yet they need management tools, have no confidence to innovate and take risks, building resilience, survive shocks which are all key issues to sustainability. social safety needs to be extended to developing countries.

· Some case studies together with member organizations taking sustainable initiatives to mitigate climate change with the support of governments, sustainable and effective systems: greenhouses in Seychelles, Wine growers in South Africa improving the supply chain through monitoring and reporting mechanisms and finally Sweden being the first to recognize climate friendly labeling.  

· In IFAP they have outlined a process for how to feed the world. Food security cannot be achieved on a long term basis if agricultural production is not sustainable.

Q1 NGO's Business led development may exclude people who do not have sufficient capacity to produce. For example a family with 8 coffee trees and 8 children cannot embark on a sustainable development of business. How do pro poor organizations work on these issues?

Lea: Empowering people to make a decision is a critical element for sustainability. No exogenous decisions are forced. We encourage systematic change, workout market linkages and enable different actors/farmers to express their opinions in the market. Get very small producers together in organizations and they will be able to work as a group.

Neil: in Indonesia many of the farmers know they don't have big enough farms to generate income with an exit strategy for 600, 000 farmers to develop sound economy.

Gunter: expose don't impose… meaning not to create frameworks, don't tell a coffee farmer to get out of coffee production but permit him to diversify within the coffee. Mushroom farming on coffee wastes was adopted by 104 companies; the concept was published in 20 publications. It is important not to take a risk with farmers. We have 10, 000 in Columbia who adopted this idea and there are enough capacities here to bring this number to a million to a million.

Q 2 When we talk about the improvement of small holder farming how do you see the role of china in a large scale farming and land acquisition in Africa?

Neil: China has no democratic farming system, and is not a member and had an enormous impact on the world food crisis. 

Gunter: Integrated farming practices are the genius, understand how traditional farming to feed china in every nation very important genius and excellent pathway to feed the world. 

Lea: regarding land acquisitions, the issue is the removal of farmers when the Chinese come in. It is important to add that china and India are two of the biggest donors.

Q3 When we talk about the increase of production – reduction of losses should also play a role
Gunter: 30-40% of agricultural production is lost because of things easily preventable, infrastructure, storage units. 

Q4 about GMO's and why Gunter is against them

Gunter: Convert the starch or food waste into bioplastic, corn farming to produce lactic acid given the potential to improve why won't that be part of the innovation process, benchmarked in nature, bacteria do it all the time, with plants is inefficient, not 

On the contrary we Cascade nutrients is a way where the coffee is converted to mushroom, and then converted to feed. GMO's cannot compete with that. 

Q5 Certain categories cannot join the global chains, safety net, or exit strategies. Here we can notice a dichotomy, those who join on the one hand and the 600 million who job out on the other hand, categories in between cannot follow market chains because of risk factors and the absence risk diversification strategies ,what can the industry  offer this huge intermediate category in terms of local and regional food security, biodiversity and cultural heritage, not just in terms of exit strategies?

Lea:  one of the things is that, if business has signed up to the MDG's as a development agent we wonder how will businesses act, there is a difference between business as a development agent where it held to account to make a difference in MDG's. The most important tool is job creation

That problem of the middle group can be solved quite easily cost or payment or reassessment for the cost bearer of system wide changes. The idea is entering into partnerships where the business does the loan aspect makes logical sense except when we think about ourselves as development agents 

Gunter: For example in Brazil Rice farmers stopped getting subsidized for agrochemicals. The government had to figure out a way to provide additional cash flow to the farmers.

Farmers started growing spirolina in the water where rice was grown which was sold at half a dollar per pound. As the spirolina production increased the government couldn't buy it all. Later spirolina was used to produce biofuel, and expensive polyesters from the membrane, in addition to the carbon credit. 

 Neil: IFAP supports exit strategies, and on the other hand supports farm cooperatives and federations. 60, 000 of these advocate that small producers combine to generate economies of scale locally and for the whole chain. What can be done is to create contracting systems to tell stores like Macdonald's to give value to their customers, and they all profit together. 
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